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New Yoik in l.ine for the Johnson Art Treasures
Relegated by Philadelphia to Storehouse Obscurity

HIERONYMUS BOSCH , MOCKING qf CHRIST.

Quaker City Warned That $5,000,000
Collection Will Go to Metropolitan
Museum Unless Provisions of Fam-

ous Lawyer’s Will Be Fulfilled

FIVE million dollar art prize
A covated by every collector of

paintings In the world may
peeome part of the famous exhibition
at the Metropolitan Museum of Art
through the fallure of Philadelphla to
meet the gimple but specific terms for
tha disposal of his 1,300 masterpleces

wads by the late John G. Johnson.
Mr. Johnson dled In April, 1817, ut the

care for them, He saw that the offi-
clalg were far more Interested in pel-
| ftics than In art. Suweceeding admin-|
Iatrations squabbled over the spolls
that would acorue to opposing politl-
ral contrnctors from the econstruction
of the prolected museum, with the
result thut nothing was accomplizhed |
but talk. |

Bo on Fehriaary 12, 1017, Mr. Johne-|

LATE
JOHN
G

eenith of his fame as the ablest lawyer

of America,

Up to the very day of his death
Mr. Johne=on's advice was sought on
oll sorts of Intricate legal prablems
by great rallroads, powder trusts, poll-
dcians and hewds of vast indusicies,
Many of them never took 4an Impor-
tant step until he hiud declared it legal.
Yet for two years and more the city
of Philadelphin, the Art Jury, Mr.
Johnson's former law partners and
the exacutors of his will have been
purzling over that document and try-
Ing 10 find a way to get a "new In-
ferpretation” of =ome of Its provisions
under which it will be possible virtu-
ally to ignore a codicil written only
two months before his death,

Before Mr. Johnson died it used to
e sald that the litigant who went into
it with the great lawyer's opinlon
{n his favor had his case half won, so
great was the reapect of most judaes
for his keen knowledge of the' law,
And that this respect still lyves has
been [ndicated within the last few
weeks by the actlon of an officer of
the Orphans Court In warning the
ety that something tangible must be
done to show good faith. Herein, ac-
oording tc.o those opposing what they
wall & mpvement to break the Johnson
will, lles the chance that the palntings
nay go eventually to New York.

Hundreds of Rare Paintings,

Every art lover is familiar with the
ytory of the Jolinson collection. Apart

from the fact that It contains hundreds

of rare and txpa.n.-ti\‘e palntings by the

Freateat  of “old masters,  the
guliery is tremendousiy valu
hhls because, according to the ex-
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peris, It covers every known school
d period since men first learned to
bransmit to canvas with olls and plg-
ments thelr Impressions of beauty and
fmodeur. For purposes of taxatlon
tha eollectlon has been appralsed at
14.445,802.90, One tamous collector has
daclafed that If sold plecemeal It would
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son drew up a codicll to his will con-
taining specific and emphatie Instruc-

tions for tho care of hia collection
bring at least $7,000,000, Intact it s after his death, In this hs made
beyond price for the reason that If | sumerous phwsical provisions that

fiestroyed the collection never could
be duplicated,

Mr. Johinson spent thirty vears gath-
ering these palntings. They represent
only the best of what he gathered.
Although he galned a wide knowledge
of art and took every precaution to
protact himself, he knew that clever
swindlers would get the best of fim
at times. So whenever he discovered
3 “fake” In the collection he elther
burned It with his own hands or sent
it for what It was worth to some small
pubile collection, labellad “attribution
spurfous” If It was a good example
of the work of a particular perod,
even though not-the work of the mas.
tor whose namo had been forged to it,
kA kept it untll he could replace It
with the genuine,

The lawyer draw up the main part of
4 will fn 1912, According to the
Mmmary made publie at his death
by his law partners, “the will Elves the
house at 510 South Broad street and
¢!l pletures and works of art to the
«“ty of Philadelphla to be maintained
k5 o public museum, provided the city
perents within =ix months and enters
Into &n agreemant with the executors
1o provide for the care and mainte-
rance of tha collectlon.® In the orig-
T:"_" document it was specified by Mr.
Jofinron and “If the elty of Phila-
Lriphin takes the collection, and If
thera be not a proper bullding In ex-
istence for exhibiting the same, then
! dirvet that such a bullding be erected
hon same cemtral site In the coity of
LLlindelphin, or at sote proper and
hecessibhle polnt {n Falrmount Park.”
W lkewlsn was provided that If the

haye not been met by the clty of
Philadelphia. Hurrison B8, Morrls,
*former president of the Pennsy.vaniu
Academy of the Fine Arts and n di-
rector of the Newport Museum, asserts
that these are just as vital as the re-
quirement for an agreement or cons
tract, which, he says, I1s the only de-
mand of the will met so far by Phil-
adelphia. Becnuse of the city's fullure
In other respects, he asserts, “the
Motropaotitan’ Museum could obtaln
this collection, In my oplnion, If It
would reach out-after It." The same
view (8 taken by Prof. Pasquale
Farina, an artist and restorer ot paint-
fngs who had charge of the Johnson
collection during the lawyer's life, and
by other art experts In Philadelphin.
The proviglons rejating to the gift nr|
the plctures, taken [rom the codicll,
are ns follows:

“1 devise to the city of Philadelpnla, |
if it accepts the bequest to it In my
will and enters Into the specificd con-
tract, concerning my art objects and
my house and lot No. 5§10 Bouth
Broad street, with all the appurte-
nances, all the contents, gaving money,
securities and objects of personal use
and ornaments.  All objects of house-
hold usge and adornment shall go with
the house. 1 wish it to be malntnined
as & museum—a publle museum—to
stang pretty much as it will be at my
decense,

[

In Perpetully.

“T direct that it shall be forever
kept up and maintained as such mu-
wgeum In which my art objects shall be
axhibited

‘GIOVANNI da MILANO
SON
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“This devise will save the need of
the city contributing to bullding an art
gallery unless the house shall be so
fnjured or destroyed ns to require re-
palring or rebpuilding. In such event
the city's contract shall oblige (t, If
thero be encugh art objects left to

#iy of Philadelphia falled to meet all
the terms lald down the collection was
YV 0 to the Metropolitan Museum of
N of New York city,

Pollties Befors Art.
Tn the five yours botween 1912 and

3517 Mr. Johnson had ampla oppor-|make it worth while, to restore or to
funity to observe what Philadelphia|rebulld on the same site, So far as

the or'ginal directlons about a bulld-
ing In my will shall be reasonably ap-
plicable they shall be followed.

"The art objacts ahall not ba re-
moved for permanent exhibition to any”
other place, unless some extraordinary

A 3

war doing to provide an art _pallery.
It Ia trie that the terms of his will
Were unknown. But it was an open
fecret that Mr. Johnson Intended to
bare hin paintinga to the city If the
Eplcipality demonstrated it ocould

sltuation shall arise mak'ng It exceed-
Ingly Injudiclous,

thers shall bo two bodles) and of the
president of the Pennsylvanin Museum.

“It will be necessary to make soma “It will ba necessary to devote A

regulntions for such admission of the |consldernble annual sum to the up-
publie as will
proparty.
tima such regulations may be made by
the majority of a1 body to consist of
persons,
the Acndemy of Fine Arts, the presi-
dent of the Pennsylvania Company for | oblects,
Insurances on Lives and Granting An- |
nitltias, the pres'dent of Philadelphia | trustecs, who shall only mako the
Counclls (of select and common, if (selection after thorough investigation.

protect the | keep, heating, lighting and care of
| the muscum, the placing n charge of
| & curitor, the keeping a compotent
stafl of work people nnd cartetakers,
the proper restoration and care and
repaly of pidtures, frames and other

properly
I d'reet that from time to

vie.:

The then proesident of

“The curator shall be selected by the

-

FRANCISCO di GENTILE da FABRIANO,
MADONNA gnd CHILD .

[10 the court with recommendntions.
Some hearings were beld last spring.
They were rosumed a few wocks ago.
In the meantime there has been ol
| sorls of speenlntion among attorness
ns 1o the possible outéome, It has
beer sald that the sentence from the
endio!l—="The art objects =huil not bo
removed for permanent exhibition to
any other place unless somg extraor-
dinary situation shall arlse

I wish no jobbery In this section. As
I have sad, there must proger
lighting and heatin; the fumishings
must be kept In good condition; cure-
tukers, guards, watchmen, oleaners,
&c, must be provided,  Intelligent
reatoratlon must be m Frames
must be kept In order, Cradling (rom
Lme to timo must be done"

It waa nearly a year after this docti-
ment waa made publle before any
definlte action wns tuken by the :'lt\t.
Within the slx months period stipu- |
lated the necessary contract was
drawn up and signed, but riothing wa4 | If the sentence 18 to make senso. As
done with the collection. 1t will be | it stands they say It Is a palpable
noted that the Philadelphin Art Jury | oversight by Mr, Johnson nnd that It
I8 not once mentloned In the codleil, | expresses the antithesels of his real
and the same s trus of the maln | meaning.

:!-:ﬂl,t' of the will. Yet It was _I.Iw 1.lr;.»:q:-! No ono doubta that the proposed

mt of the art jury that finally -l tamrnle on the Farkway would be a
t;;uve.: Hlte_ matlllm:.tlun from the i-‘-n:Eh far hotter place for the Johnson col-
] ruaq street housa and placed 1t In leetion than the late lawyer's homa in
l.;‘utur:n;u w.arnlu‘-uw-, where It hae Broid street.  Thers 18 nio dlsposition
lni'l‘l';,:tw:lrt::“:l;;:'ur:rl:rzt':‘:rc:z?iﬁz.m ‘fmgm' lto deny Lhe tes'imony of experts that
advertisement by lh(-hmm an:]'ns“::ﬂ:r: from the modern point of view the
this w;trehrfuno which lﬁrur.mtd thsf’" Proud ireet o Il % 19tE - BAY
publlo that the |s!§ca Honske thal thoss who are fghting the movement

. i for & new Interpretation of the will,
famous Johnson collection, The point | 4na wh sert Lthit Philadalphia al-
Is now ralsed that It is utterly fm-| oo b oo T u‘ 1 1its h m‘ th
possible to comply with all the terms | ready hing’ JRoDRINtee: \5 e e E'
of the will while the palntings are In coliection, insist that air. Jnhn:mnal
Sotegd. intention should be recognized. An-|

This collection le suppoeed to be| other renson they put forth is the ong|
publloly owned. It might be expected,
therefore, that no disposition would
be made of It without not!tleation 1o
the publle. But the fivst announcment |
that it had been pliced In stornge was |
made only Incldentally somo months | bulld an art museum for many years.
later, when n petition wna filod be< | Less than a yenr ago 31,500,000 was
fore the Orphans’ Gourt for a new | appropriated for the foundations of a
Interpretation of tha will. hen 't was structurs that will rise some day on
explained that the Johrson home 1s « |2 helght In the park overlooking the
firetrap and  utterly ansuited for a|parkway, Not gnother cent for this
musgeum. The court was asked to|bullling la avallgbls or In sight at the
make an order permitting the execu-|present time. nst summer the city
tors and othera nam#d as caretakers | put through a lonn of more than $12,-
in the will to sell the Broad street (000,000, It has fust been declared -
dwelllng and to house the collection | legal by the State Supremo Court for
in a "Temple of Art” to ba constructed | the rehson that many of the ttems for
on the Parkway, a houlevard ronnects which It was inteaded were honey-
Ing the city with Falrmount Park. \comhm! with current expenses mns-

After several hearings the court quernding nas “permanent Improve-
finnlly-appointed M. Hampton Todd ns | ments' TInclufed In these [tems wers
master to conduct further hearings |office furniture and statlonery,
on the neccesity and advisability of Extravagance of sucossding admin.

Ly

picta.  According to lawyers, It s
necegsary to add Yto keep them thero"”

remain in Philadelphin or go to New
York,

making |
It exceedingly Injudlclous'—is ncom-"'

| that will have most weight In d8-| sgaary to put up the new Sollding
termining whethar the collection shall| trnder croas-examination he admitted

Philedelphla has been trylng to]

this procedure and to report back|istration has brought about a condls
¢

ROBERT CAMBIN,
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and the VIRGIN.

Mo
tnon

nol pay current expenses  and
| oharges, as It =hould and ns I3
| eineally required unider the new
[ ter that hecomes effoctive on Jehuary 1,

where the income from toxes will
fixed

! Twn Inercases have boon made in the
« tnx rmte in the last four vears, An-
Lother must be male fur next yoar
The eity peeds milllons to somplete
stiibway and elevated Hnes 1o which it
is committed, on which work has been
started, and for other public improve-
mentsa It {a pledgol to the prt muo-
soum, 1o a huee publie 1Ly nnd tn
A conventlon hall. Jnst now 1
Knows how 1t will rlse the money for
all ‘thoss projects
The Jolinson templo of art will cost
¢ nnother million  Jdollnpes Of ¢oudrse
money - for dll thess Improvéments
will be obtained eventunlly
« But it Is evident that with the ut
{most expedition 1t will ba five venrs
or more before the maln gnllery s

completed, nnd provably longer before

the Johnson memorkid bullding oan be
mide ready for the callection. In the
meantime: poet of the plan lg to sel)
thoe obl houss, There is therefore no
| plen loft In which to exhibit tha col-
l;‘-. ton, Presumahly the art Jury and
Ity authorit intend that It shall re-

wiin In sturnge,

ofielda of the Matropolltion Museum

i. e guoted ns saving that the Johnson
J-‘lelm".:-u: In Philadeiphla,

(i 15 not expected that they will start
o fight to get It. But within the next
few weeks [t le extromely lkely thit
art lovers In Philadelphla who would
’rnlhnr seg the collection preserved and

1
I

and

open to the publie In New York than
p&ibject to the deterforation o-
darkness In o Quuker Clty  storpge
house will start a court flgat of thelr
aown that may prove exeecding!y
teresting to  Metropoliton
Such an actlon |8 now under consid-
oratlon, 1Ir mareed 1t will
contended that the physicnd terms of |
the Johnson will have not been met |
in any partictular.

In the meantime the hearlngs bhefore
Mr, Todd have resulted In littls prog-
ress. At one recent hearing the moss
ter notifled nn asslstant city solicitor
that the rcity of Philadeiphin III'.IH{i
produce some tangible evidenco of s
good fulth In accepting the Johngon
collection. He suggested that this
should take the form of an approprin-
tion, or the dedication of a site. The
clty sollcitor, however, muada It olear |
that with but o few wecks ErVY
the preosent municipsl administration
Intends to Jdo nothing

the

An official of the Falrmopnt Park
Commission attémpted to coina to the
rescue by promising that If the petl-
tion for a new Interpretation of the
will 1a granted, and If the money ob-
tained from selling the old house I
turned over to the commission, he will
undertako to get whatever clse Is nec-

nsid by

in=
oflicinis
T

it =

I

Clty Hasn't Money.

]

that he hopes o get the money from
the ¢lty treasury. Munleipal lmnut'luil
cxperts have not been able to find it
there, bowever,

Kobping priceiess puintings In stor-
nge may strike the rest of .\rnur'ICnl
na o strange prooedure, But It Is}
nothing new In Philadelphia. !

HSomp |
years ago an agltation wns started to
clesr the fake paintings from Inde-
pendence Hall. After a long wrangloe

>

It wns

W=

EPISODE from BOCCACCIO,

A PAINTER of Yhe .

FLORENTINE SCHOOL
ABOUT, 1490 .

bheen restored and rehung but the
others are still on storage, now in an
upper fluor of the bullding. They
have been off the walls all during the
perind of  Amerjea’s participation in
| the world wir, These palntings are
all by early American artists and con-
| stitute the most valurble collection of
| its kind in the country.

| Another contiining many examples
of the work of early Ameriean artists
as well s many early’ and lnte Bu-
vopean and American masterpleces 1s
that of the Pennaylvanin Academy of
the Fina Arts, Muost of thoem are
never on exhibit, belng stored in the
cellar during  exhibitlong of water
colors and new palntings, Untdl re-
cently the wvnluable Wilstach collec-
tion in Memorial ) Hall, Falrmount
Park, wong closed to the publie for two
| yenrs,. pending  restoratlion and re-
arrangement. When the collegtion
was reopencd it was lemrned that the
officials in charge had sold many of
the paintings on the ground that they
wers not worth keeping or weres ott

| of place

: Primitives are an acgulred tastes
and there are people who continus
all their lives to avold them as they

do castor oll. It 18 because they do

not #ee in these anclent pointinga
aualities which most sellf-constituted
connolsgeurs prefume to Judee,

A little more than a quarter of &

century ago the rooms of the Acens

demia Belin Artl, where the primis
tives of the FKlorentine school had
shelter but not much besides, weps
wolded by students' o sp-canlled
Ie of are anil the gr Heetions
of © ¢ Itadian, German, Spani b and

nrt in the Louvee were Jittls

fntoed, wilmost  alond

Cimnline and. Bottieelll wer namaos

fantillne to. collecters and the Inttes
admired them more for thelr “quaint-

ness"  Now the persons . pretending
to urt knowledge have added (o this
hrlef ling seopes of nimes, Ineluding

Rernnrdo Daddl, Glowanni de Milane,
v DE Glusto, ‘Nerl Ricel, Fran-
HBenozen  Gozsoll

o1 v Pearallino,

Hieronymus Bosch, Jdan Van “Eyck
Dirk Donts and his son, Curlo Crl
velll, Memling Gaudenzie Perrard
Flern di Coslmo and others,

| Americn’s Taste for Art.

In this country the taste for the.
painters of the fourteonth and -
teonth conturlts, procedin the grea!
nge of Michael Angels, Haphael and

Andrea del Sarto, has been fostered by
a few collectors bhut It 18 not yet wide
spread.  Ine the emidl room of the
Metropolitan  Museumt where primis
tives areé shown there are rarely mors
or two persons looking at
them nt o time. If 11 calleo-
tion ns the John G. Johnson
Primlitives comoes to the museum theore
will be an opportunity for n growth of
knowledee  with' correspunding In-
erease of onjoyment.

N eollpction of this kind sudrpasses
the Johnson except that In the Louvrs
Tho Phlladelphin luwyer acquired n
thste for primitives almort ag sebn
buving and toward {da
years ho no other kind
pletitre. Hin groupns remark-
ably full and the extreme care that hs
took to moke the attributions as per-
foot possible has added tinetly
to the wal of them, Including the
apocrynhal

As much nonsense {6 written ahout
art as about religion. Wihistlor, Indesd,
clnimed precedence for art,  That W

pleture may be beautiful “in splte of

than ohe

I Zreat

ns he
latter
¢

Hegnin

bog

nre

ns

nature” {9 an art canon that most
persons refiyse to accept: that the ar
tigts who nainted In the fot senth

eentury dld @0 on thelr knees hut for-
wot to learn how to draw ix another
=tntement of the cognoscent! that the
vilear refuse to accept as o dietum.
Leaving ont the eccentrle palnters of
ta.day, it is, perhaps. o sanity to say
that at least one-half of mudern art
Is melence—a rigld actence of form and
perspective,

Is accuracy of delineation of nature's
forms and the human form Hecessary
toart? Tho old time treatises sll sadd
The stodent of primitive
fmust dictum 1
ean understand them,

[t may help him to do
bering that there {8 han
In a hundred able to tel
portion of thinga and
anatomy of o Ngura. The untrained
eva barely notes the commonest ob-
feet: It Boos Just enouxh of the char
acterlstics of things to (dentify them.
So much for form. How about color?
Doy untraifand eve redlly know

reverae this aforo
Ny remetn-
person
the frus pro-

to guups Lthe

tha

the paintings were taken from the| what the eolor of the sk l8 as the sun
wnlls and about threa out of four|geis hrhind the Palignden? Or can It
hundred the collectlon were marked | gpe what complex hues flont on the
for re} 1 by a committee of the'l murfaco of the Hudson River os |
Bt Jury wiliels were i olorad [ tows Leavall Of coursa L docs not
in the 1 ment of Congress Iiall th _l,-|--,| i x if o Us wize admits
western hullding of the [ndependence | his humillation

Hall group, There Lhey stoyed u"{\ll But for one wise there gre thousand:

Prof. Farina exposed the f(uct that
miany of them had been damaged
by mics, Sinoce then twenty have

5\

of foolish, and they go on eriticlving

Contiewed on Tenth Poge
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